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PREFACE 

One thing that cit izens need if they are to take part in planning for their neighborhoods is 

up-to-date information about their neighborhoods. This booklet is an attempt by the Pittsburgh 

Department of City Planning to present informat ion, primarily f rom the United States Census 

of Populat ion and Housing, for use by ci tizens and community groups. Unfortunately, census 

material is not perfect; it may not have all the information that you need and it may not be in 

the most useful form for your pu rposes. It is, however, the best that is ava ilable. 

Where possible. comparisons have been made between 1960 and 1970 characteristics, and 

between neighborhood and city-wide values, in order to better understand present neighborhood 

condit ions, 

The material has been divided into four sections, Population, Housing, Socia-Economic 

characteristics and Community Facilities_ Although most of the information comes from the 

1970 Census of Population and Housing, the statistics on bui lding permits (new, and alterations) 

come from the city's Bureau of Building Inspection; the cri me data was compiled by the Bureau 

of Police; and the welfare data was provided by the Allegheny County Board of Public Assistance. 

The summary taJ:es from wh ich much o f the census information was extracted were provided by 

the Southwestern Pennsylvania Regiona l Planning Commission. 
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SHADYSIDE 

Shadyside is general ly considered to be bounded by Centre Avenue, Fifth 

and Penn Avenues and Nevi lle St., although definitions vary. For stat istical 

purposes, it is composed of Census Tracts 701, 702, 703, 704, 705, 706, 

707.708 and 803. 

Shadyside is chief ly residential with most structures built in the latter de

cades of t he 1800's. 

While this community is generally thought of as the seventh ward of the 

city, the area contains several diverse neighborhoods. The western portion is 

characterized by a mixt ure of large single family homes on large lots and 

high ri se apartment buildings. 

The central portion is characterized by sma ller homes on small lots and 

sm.a ller apartment structures. 

The eastern portion of Shadyside is characterized by larger old homes which 

have been carefully renovated and converted to mu lti-fam ily use. There have 

also been new apartment structures built in this area during the past two de

cades. 

In every tract comprising the 7th Ward, at least half the units are in multi

family structure. 

Shadyside is well known for the Walnut Street shopping area whose Boutique -

Type shops serve the specialty shopping needs of this community and draw 

strollers and shoppers from the entire region. 

• 
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AGE-SEX COMPOSITION, 1970 

According to t he 1970 Census, the greatest port ion of Shadyside's 

popul ation fa lls in the ' age 20-24 category , t he smallest bei ng the 

5·9 age group. Citywide, more people are found in the age 45·54 group than 

In any other; the age 75 and o lder category is the smallest. 

POPULATION CHANGE, 1960·1970 

The popu lation of Shadyside ha5 changed from 19.408 in 1960 to 

16,867 in 1970, representing a ·13 1% change. This compares to an 

average citywide change of -13.9%, where population declined from 

604.332 in 1960 to 520,1 17 in 1970. 

FAMILIES BY TYPE A ND PRESENCE OF CHILDREN LESS 

THAN 18 YEARS OLD 

The predominant famil y-type in th is neighborhood is the husband -wife-family-

children less than 1 B category. The highest portion of families 

with incomes below poverty level is the female head - children less 

than 18 group. 

MEDIAN AGE, 1970 

The median age for the neighborhood is 38.8 yean; for the city it is 33.6 

years. 

AGE·GROUP CHANGE, 1960·1970 

Four age brackets increased in population between 1960 and 1970 in t he 

neighborhood. For the city, populat ion in the 15-19,20-24, and t he 75 

years and older age groups increa&ed. 



RACE 

Blad< poPulation in Shadyside constituted 4.5% of its 1960 popu· 

lation. and 3.8% of iu 1970 population. For Pittsburgh, the Black popula

tion increased from l B.7% in 1960, to 20.2% in 1970. 
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OCCUPANCY STATUS 

In 1960. total housing units numbered 8,633; in 1970.9,151 , representing 

a +6.0% change. A total of 16.6% were owner-occupied in 1970, compared 

to 47.2% citywide. In 1960, 401 units were vacant, as compared to 751 

vacancies in 1970. This represents 8 8.2% vacancy rate for 1970 as com

pared to the city's 6.2%. Overcrowded units comprised 36% of the 1960, 

and 1.8% of t he 1970 neighborhood housing stock. 

• 

MOBILITY 

For t he neighborhood , 7,755 people over five years of age have changed 

their place of residence between 1965 and uno. This represents 47% of its 

population. For the city. 159,774 changed their place of residency during 

those years, which is 33% of the total population. 

OCCUPANCY STATUS 1960 -1970 
PERCENT 

IV60 IV70 CHANGE 

TOTAL HOUSING UNITS 8,633 9,151 +6.0 

TOTAL DCCUPIf.D UNITS 8,232 8,400 +2.0 

OWNER OCCUPIED 1,898 1,522 -19 . 8 

PERCENT OWNER OCCUPI[O 
22 . 0 16.6 

RENTER OCCUPIED 
6,334 6,878 +8 .6 

P[RCENT RENTER OCCUPIED 73.4 75.2 

VACANT UNITS 401 751 +87 .3 

PERCENT VACANT 4.6 8.2 

MEDIAN MARK[T VALUE 15,604 23,625 +51.4 

MEDIAN GROS S RENT $95 $148 +55.8 

P[RCENT OVERCROWDED UNITS 3. 6 1.8 

SOURCE : U.s . CENSUS 1980 -1870 



BUILDING ACTIVITY, 1972 

In 1972, there were 93 building permit applications in this neighborhood, 

at an estimated construction cost of Sl.704,023.For the entire city, 4,002 

permits were issued, accounting for construction in excess of $53 mi llion. 

Also in 1972, there were 0.00 new housing unit5 constructed per 1.000 ex

isting units. and 8.95 alterations per 1,000 units in the neighborhood. City

wide 3.6 new housing units and 16.2 alterations were undertaken per every 

1,000 existing units. 

BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED IN 1972 

NUMBER OF ESTIMATED 
PERMITS COST 

NEW HOUSING UNITS 
0 0 

OTHER NEW STRUCTURES 5 $1,312,000 

EXTENSIONS a ADDITIONS 6 $39,900 

ALTERATIONS 
82 $352,123 

TOTAL 93 $1,704,023 

SOURCE: BUREAU OF BUILDING INSPECTION 
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EDUCATION: YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY PERSONS 

25 YEARS AND OVER, 1960·1970 

The 1970 Census indicates that, of those local residents, aged 25 and over, 

the largest percentage have attained a 

the largest percentage had attained a 

college education. In 1960, 

high school education. 

SCHOOL YEARS 
COMPLETED BY PERSONS 

25 YEARS a OVER 
1960 - 1970 

PERCENT 
18eo O~ TOTAL 1970 

NO SCHOOLING 92 .7 70 

ElEMENTARV {.- II VAS . I 3362 24.0 1616 

HI GH SCHOOL ( 1- !YAS . ) 2236 15.9 1311 

HIGH SCHOOL (4 VRS.! 3644 26.0 3170 

COLL!:GE (I - 3 VAS . ) 1777 12.7 1570 

COL.LEGE (4 VAS . I 2911 20.8 3766 

TOTAL 14022 100.0 11503 

PERCE NT 
Of TOTAL 

.6 

14.0 
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13.6 
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100.0 

SOURCE : u.s . CENSUS 1geo - 1970 

MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME, 1960 - 1970 
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INCOME, MEOIAN FAMILY INCOME, 1960-1970 

The median income for Shadyside famil1esw3s$6,853 in 1960. In 

1970, the median family income was $11.567, representing a ten year change 

of 68.8% CityWide, the median family Income rose from $5,605 in 1960. 

to S8,BOO in 1970, a 57% change. 

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
OF FAMilY INCOME 
BY INCOME RANGES 
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OCCUPATION: MAJOR OCCUPATION CLASSIFICATIONS 

OF PERSONS 14 YEARS AND OVER, 1970 

The largest percentage of people In this neighborhood work In professional 

positions. This group constitutes 53% of the employed population. 

The largest percent. of people In the city work In sales & dercia! posi

tions, which represents 28'lEof the total population. 

MAJOR OCCUPATION CLASSIFICATIONS 
OF PERSONS 14 YEARS AND OVER, 1970 
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PERSONS RECEIVING 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE IN 1972 

NUMBER OF PERCENT OF TOTAL 
ASSISTANCE TYPE RECIPIENTS POPULATION 

OLD AGE 46 .27 

BL IND 24 . 14 

AID TO 
DEPENDENT 
CHILDREN 421 2.49 

GENERAL 270 1.60 

AID TO DISABLED 98 .58 

TOTAL 859 5.08 

SOURCE : OEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY 
BOARD OF ASS I STANCE 
MARCH 2, 1973 



PUBLIC ASSISTANCE CASES, 1972 

Of the neighborhood's total population, 5% received public assistance in 

1972. Citywide, 14% of the population received some kind of assistance in 

the ,arne year. 

ARRESTS FOR MAJOR CRIMES, 1972 

The crime rate listed here represents the number of arrests that were made 

for major crimes in 1972 as a ratio of the total population of the area. Major 

crimes aredefinod as murder, rape, robbery, anault, burglary, and larceny. 

In 1972. the crime rate for this neighborhood was7.26 ; for Pittsburgh, the 

rata was 4.71. 

ARRESTS FOR MAJOR CRIMES 
IN 1972 

CRIME 

MURDER 

RAPE 

ROBBERY 

ASSAULT 

BURGLARY 

LARCENY 

TOTAL 

SOURCE 

NUMBER OF 
ARRESTS CRIME RATE 

0 0 

24 .14 

148 .87 

83 .49 

482 2.85 

492 2.91 

1,229 7.26 

ANNUAL REPORT OF MAJOR CRI ME S 
CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

POLICE DEPARTMENT, 197 2 
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

Community facilities wh ich serve Shadyside 

located within the confines of Shadyside 

are not limited to those 

. Although there ere many 

community faci li ties in the general vicinity, this list is limited to police end 

fire stations, public libraries, public school., City of Pittsburgh recreational 

facilities (indoor and outdoor) , major hospital., and major colleges and uni

versi ties. 

Community facilities for this neighborhood include: 

Shadyside 

Public Facilities 

No.6 Police Station 

No. 14 and No. 28 Fire Stations 

Carnegie library - Central Branch 

Recreation 

Melton Park 

Pierce and Summerlee Tot Lot 

Schoo ls 

Liberty Elementary 

Arsenal Middle 

Peabody High 

Health 

Shadyside Hospital 



CIT Y OF PITTSBUR GH 

Han. Pete F laher ty, Mayor 

CIT Y COUNCIL 

Han. Louis Mason, Jr., President 
Hon. Amy Ballinger 
Hon. Richard S. Caliguiri 
Han . Eugene P. DePasquale 
Han. Wal ter Karnyk 
Han. John P. Lynch 
Hon. Robert R. Stone 
Hon. Wi lliam J . Coyne 

Han. Frank J. Lucchino 

CITY PLANNI NG COMM ISSION 

Miss Rosema ry O'Ascenzo, Chai rman 

Loui s E. Young, Vice Chairman 
Paul G. Su ll ivan, Secre tary 
John F. Bitzer, J r. 
Mrs. Hibberd V. B. K ltne, Jr . 
James Wi l liams 
Robert I. Whitehill 
Wil lie McClung 

DEPA RTMENT OF CITY PLA NN ING 

Robert J . Pa ternoster, Director 
Bi llie Bramhall , Deputy Director 
Stephen Reichstei n , Depu ty Directo r 
Nicholas A. Del Monte, Cartographer 

Th is Documen t was prepared with the in va luab le assistance 
of Plan ning Aides: 

Jan ice M. Coyne 
Elisa L. Ventura 




